
2024 - 2025 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE NOMINEES 

                  (In alphabetical order according to first names  - info supplied by Nominees) 

1. 

    

 
Aloma Jonker  is interested in Environment and Strategy.  She has an 
MBA and  BA degree in Agriculture. She is highly skilled in public 
relations and marketing. She was an investment analyst on the 
Johannesburg Stock Exchange. She formed her own financial public 
relations and business consulting company. She subsequently moved 
to Canada where she owned a consultancy which provided strategic 
advice to pharmaceutical and biotech companies. Her approach to 
business, the environment and leadership philosophy has been formed 
by the business world, as well as the social sciences degree and 
working with a Canadian Conservation Authority. She is passionate 
about finding equilibrium among interests.  
 

2. 

 

 
Debbie van Vuren is currently: 

• Kalfiefees Lifestyle Manager 
• Whale Coast Community Forum: Arts, Events and CBD 
• Village  Amble Hermanus initiator and organiser 
• Hermanus Art in the Park organising committee member 
• Hermanus Artists under the Sun organising committee 
• Finanz Insurance PRO 

Debbie has worked more than 30 years as a qualified pharmacist 
before joining their family business Finanz and qualifying herself as a 
short-term insurance specialist. She is very involved in Hermanus and 
likes promoting and improving the town through various avenues, 
including tourism, art, social upliftment and just lending a hand where 
needed. She believes in the power of being better together and can 
successfully spearhead a team if she believes in the cause. 
 

3. 

 

Fikile Khiva is the founder and CEO of Kamva Capital with a BCom 
(Hons) degree in Information Systems and Management. He has over 
20 years of business management consulting, project management 
and fund administration experience from working at globally renowned 
companies such as Accenture and JP Morgan Chase. Fikile currently 
manages 3 companies with interests in Energy, Agribusiness and 
Property investments. He has implemented various development 
projects in Hermanus and Gansbaai for worksite employees and SME 
Entrepreneurs since 2017 to date. He has been instrumental in 
implementing the FLAME Programme across the Overstrand region to 
develop and support local SME Entrepreneurs via ASISA Foundation, 
enabling the students to graduate and equip themselves with Financial 
Literacy and relevant skills to find employment or generate income. He 
believes in supporting a responsible society in a positive way. He wants 
to assist in improving local economic development. 



4. 

 

 
Fikiswa Gxamesi is interested in Small Business Development. She 
has international qualifications as a  beautician and owns a hair salon 
and Spa in Hermanus CBD. She has done several courses and is highly 
qualified. She and her partner William Ntebe also operate a popular 
braai business. He was also an Exco member of the Chamber in the 
past. Fiki has been operating her hair salon and beauty products for 16 
years, and owns a beauty spa in Hermanus. She has created 
employment through her businesses, and believes in empowering 
people to bring the best out of themselves. She wants to become 
involved in Small Business Development  and assist people to make 
their dreams come true through networking and opportunities. 

 
5. 

 

 
Jana Smith has been involved with Business Chambers for more than 
20 years, also as Chairperson. She has been Vice-chairperson of the 
Hermanus Business Chamber for the past two years.  Jana has a 
positive and ethical business approach with strong leadership skills, 
and is interested in assisting businesses to grow to their full service 
excellence potential. She has been a leader in the property industry for 
40 years and has received many awards, also for being in the top 
twenty Harcouts offices in South Africa. She is Principal and owner of 
5 branches of Harcourts in the Overstrand. She believes in team work 
and building people. She has been involved in many organisations over 
the years, including Police Forums, Rate Payers Associations and 
Rotary, where she was Rotary Ann President 3 times. She serves as a 
director on the board of Onrus-Vermont  Special Rating area, and has 
just been elected to the Franchise Counsel of Harcourts SA.  Jana is 
dedicated to raising the economic growth in the Overstrand. 

 
6. 

 
 

 
Professor Jayne Rogerson has been involved with commercial 
property, urban research and tourism throughout her career. She has 
been a senior researcher for the SA Department of Tourism and a 
Consultant for various tourism projects. She resides in Hermanus with 
her husband and is a visiting Professor of Tourism at the University of 
Johannesburg School of Tourism and Hospitality, supervising Masters 
and PhD tourism students. She is a member of the School of Tourism 
and Hospitality Research Committee, editorial Board member of 
various international tourism journals, published 100+ journal articles, 
edited 3 books, and received academic research awards. She has 
organized 3 international academic tourism conferences recently. She 
has been researcher, investment analyst and property asset manager 
for Old Mutual and Rand Merchant Bank. She has conducted 
consulting work for the World Bank, Redefine, Johannesburg City 
Council, Gauteng and Free State Provincial Governments, SA Cities 
Network, Small Enterprise Development Agency and Department of 
Environmental Affairs and Tourism. She has lectured in topics like urban 
geography, economic geography and tourism. Her PhD focused on the 
structure, segmentation and spatial changes in the SA Hotel industry. 
She is keen to assist with the Chamber’s Tourism Portfolio. 



 
7. 

 

 
 
Johan van Schalkwyk and his wife Leentjie own and manage the 
Bamboo restaurant and building in Sandbaai where they live.   
Johan owns and manages several businesses, including: 

•  Whalecoast Development Trading; 
• Hermanuspietersfontein Investments & property development;  
• Whalecoast Finance short-term financing in Hermanus;  
• Poplar Trading in Kuilsrivier for financing; 
• Co-owner of a petrol station in Stellenbosch, Bergzicht Motors. 

Originally from Durbanvile, they have been living in Hermanus for the 
past 8 years. They have 3 sons. They are very much involved in 
activities in Hermanus and love the outdoors, swimming and dining. 
They love the people and environment in the Overstrand.  
Johan is keen to become involved in Chamber activities. 
 

8. 

 
 

 
Kijl Resandt is the Property Manager at Hermanus Waterfront, which 
is home to a wide variety of waterfront restaurants, shops, retail and 
luxury apartments in the Old Harbour area of Hermanus.  
 He also manages the close-by Carriages Building, which houses about 
9 businesses.  He manages all the business and residential leases on 
both properties, which allows him to have the final decision and say on 
which shops and restaurants to add to a large portion of the CBD of 
Hermanus. He is also in charge of various developments as well as 
events happening around the Centre. He also ensures that their section 
of the town is clean and creates a fun atmosphere for both locals and 
tourists.  
As a whole, Kijl ensures that his work at the Hermanus Waterfront 
strongly boosts both tourism and the economy in Hermanus.  
He is eager to assist the Chamber in enhancing the CBD tourist hub 
and local economic development to offer the utmost appeal to 
residents, visitors and tourists alike. 
 

9. 

 
 

 
Liz Coates has been a Hermanus resident for 19 years. She opened a 
ceramic gallery in Main Road called PURE SOUTH  and ran it for 15 
years before selling the business 4 years ago. 
She was also part of the tourism board and found the experience 
worthwhile. 
First Fridays Art Walk is a grass roots initiative, and Liz put it together 
with several art galleries, chairing it for the past 11 years. It has proved 
to be very successful and a boost for the Hermanus art scene. 
She also introduced Night of 1000 Drawings to the galleries as a charity 
fund raiser, and it has been well supported. 
Liz has been involved in FynArts since the outset, and has been the 
curator of the ceramic exhibition and ceramic workshops for 12 years. 
She has been involved in the ‘art scene’ of Hermanus for several years.   
Presently she is employed at Rossouw Modern gallery. 
 



 
10. 

 

 
Marc de Maudave Bestel is the former Chairman of The Hermanus  
Business Chamber since 2022. He is interested in Tourism and 
Economic Development. He resides in the Hemel-en-Aarde Valley, and 
has Hermanus based business interests, The Brewery and Mozambik 
Restaurant. Marc is a keen sports enthusiast. He is unconventional in 
his thinking and approach, and is a strong believer in the network 
economies. Marc has a Bachelors of Science (BSc) majoring in 
Quantity Surveying from The University of Natal. Practicing in South 
Africa, England, Philippines and Hong Kong. During his tenure in Hong 
Kong, he moved from his professional career to entrepreneurship and 
purchased a trading company, trading for 16 years before selling up 
and returning to South Africa in 2011. He serves on the Hemel-en-
Aarde Home Owners Association. He is very involved in community 
projects and often assists welfare projects, such as Ladles of Love in 
Hermanus. 
 

   11.

 
 

 
Marita Geldenhuys has medical as well as financial qualifications.  
She studied Diagnostic Radiology at the University of the Free State.  
Marita has been a financial advisor since 1982, first at Absa and 
Nedbank, and for the past 11 years at Optimum Financial Services.  
She also does work for Imperial Pension fund and Curro school.  
Her focus is on: investments, long term insurance, medical and group 
benefits, wills and estates. 
Optimum is currently managing R20 milliard investments, and has 9 
offices all over South Africa, including Hermanus, where Marita serves 
the Hermanus area and offers value to all her clients.  
She has invited Chamber members to several high-profile events of 
Optimum, including an event with Western Cape Premier Alan Winde 
and 2 of his Ministers. She is keen to become more involved with the 
Hermanus Business Chamber. 
 

12. 

 

 
Marlene Saayman is a local attorney and conveyancer at VDS 
Attorneys together with Renate van Dyk. She has experience in High 
Court litigation and personal injury law. She has a passion for family 
law, and also qualified as a Mediator and Parent Co-Ordinator with 
FAMAC. As a mother of two daughters, a wife, and a proud “Hermaniet” 
she has integrated these roles with her expertise as an attorney. 
Community participation:  
• Commissioner of the Small Claims Court since 2018;  
• Serving on the Governing Body of Hermanus Pre-primary and 
Hermanus Primary School;  
• Involved with Women in Business for the past 15 years;  
• Hermanus Business Chamber member;  
• A sponsor and supporter of the Kalfiefees  
• Partner in the Save Onrus Beach project.  
Her vision is to support local and help grow. She is a proud Hermaniet 
and privileged to be afforded the opportunity to participate. 



13. 

 

 
Marlene Strauss is a Director at Snymans Inc Attorneys, overseeing 
operations in the Western Cape. With over 18 years of experience in 
property law, she's a seasoned Attorney & Conveyancer, also serving 
as a Notary Public. Marlene excels in communication, organisation, and 
research, handling diverse portfolios with precision. She holds various 
key responsibilities, including spearheading portfolios in Information 
Technology, Production, Training, Transformation, and serving as 
Company Secretary. Her profound knowledge and experience in 
property law make her an invaluable asset to the firm. She has strong 
communication abilities and exceptional organisational skills Beyond 
her legal expertise, she's deeply committed to community service, and 
actively involved in two non-profit organisations with compassionate 
dedication, making a positive impact beyond the legal sphere. She was 
also the winner of the Hermanus Business Chamber’s Potjiekos 
Competition earlier this year for the best Potjie. 
 

14. 

 
 

 
Advocate Raé Niewenhuis is co-owner of Loving Hermanus Media 
with a focus on digital marketing and advertising of SMEs. Her vision is 
to establish a digital platform for the Hermanus Business Chamber that 
will promote and enhance the value proposition for members.  Raé has 
15 years of legal and administrative experience in the public sector and 
6 years in the private sector. Successful record of litigation in Labour, 
Civil and Criminal Court, Human Resources Management and labour 
relations. Legal corporate counsel and ad-hoc company secretary to 
several private companies. Experienced legal advisor to the South 
African Police Service. Legal Administrator at the State Capture/ Zondo 
Commission. Raé is involved in several community initiatives in 
Hermanus.  
 

15. 

 
 

 
Sarel Swanepoel is co-owner of Overstrand Aesthetics.  He studied 
BSC Agriculture (Food Science) and completed his MBA. He has been 
involved in general and operational corporate management most of his 
career.  As a Food Scientist he worked at Dairy Bell for 5 years, at 
Clover for 26 years as General Manager Production for the last 9 years, 
being responsible for 11 plants in South Africa and Botswana. At Afgri 
Animal Feeds he was Operational Director for 2 years. Sarel became 
involved at Biomedical Emporium BE, assisting with business 
development. He started Overstrand Aesthetics in Hermanus in 2022, 
expanding their service and products on a continuous basis. He 
believes the quality of life in the Western Cape is well suited to operate 
beauty salons that provide a comprehensive service. They love living 
in Hermanus and fulfil their role in the business community. He believes 
it is their duty as Overstrand residents to stay ahead of the curve as 
more people are relocating here. 
 
 



16. 

     

Sue Olivier spent years in the corporate world before managing her 
own guest house for 10 years. She believes in nurturing the growth and 
development of individuals and in steering service-centric businesses. 
She has a holistic understanding of business, front-line and behind-the-
scenes operations. She has been involved for years in revamping and 
managing properties with solid business sensibility. She is supported 
by a team of seasoned professionals, whose operations are powered 
by eXp, a globally recognised propertry industry brand. For Rentals and 
Property Management she entered into a partnership with Riaan van 
Zyl, previously Homes@Overberg to manage and build an existing 
rental business iro long-term leases, short term rentals and the 
development of a Property Management business, using advanced 
management software for community schemes and rental management 
portfolios.  
 

17. 
 

 
 
 
 

Trevor Edward is an internationally renowned businessman who has 
won many prestigious business awards including finalist in the Ernst 
and Young ‘World business entrepreneur award’.   
He worked in senior positions for large multinationals, and at age 38 
embarked on entrepreneurial enterprises, achieving the following: 
- Developed the Steers fast food KZN regional license into 56 stores. -
- Developed the Debonair’s master license into 100 stores.  
- Voted franchisor of the year. Sold to Famous Brands. 
- Modex cosmetics ethic hair and beauty care. Sold retail stores to 
Clicks. MD for their Discom chain of 220 stores with 2000 employees. 
- Taste Holdings listed onto the JSE - large food and jewellery stores. 
- Partners with Nando’s. 
- Expanded Consupaq specialist plastic injection moulding company.  
- Large shareholder and CEO of JSE listed Cipla which became the 
3rd South African pharmaceutical company. Sold company to Cipla. 
- Retired at age 5O, travelled extensively for 17 years and settled in 
Hermanus for the last 7 years. Keen golfer.   Community initiatives:  
- Director of the uMhlanga UIP and rehabilitation of their shore line. 
- Community security initiative in Camps Bay. 
- Facilitating the Hermanus CBD Revitalisation cluster initiative.  
- Was Chairperson of 5 large Body Corporates.  

 
18. 

 

 
Vic Barnard is interested in the Finance Portfolio. He has been 
treasurer of the Chamber for the past couple of years. He has over 35 
years accounting, auditing and tax consulting experience, and is skilled 
in numerous financial and accounting fields. Currently he is the Director 
of CMV Accountants Hermanus since September 2017, and has 
recently merged with Don Adams firm in Hermanus.  Qualifications 
Chartered Accountant, Master in Business Leadership, and a 
Postgraduate Diploma in Tax Law. He was Group Financial Manager 
Human Sciences Research Council, and South African Reserve Bank 
Section Head Corporate Public Deposits, Lecturer at Pretoria 
Technikon, Computer Auditor and Control officer at  ABSA. 
 

 


